
 

8        California Department of Boating and Waterways  

Exhibit II-10 Cause of Accident 

 

Exhibit II-10b Cause of Accident by Type of Vessel 

Cause of Accident 
All 

Vessels 
Open 

Motorboat 
Cabin 

Motorboat 
Personal 

Watercraft 
All 

Sailboats 
Houseboat/

Pontoon 
Canoe/
Kayak 

Machinery Failure 11% 9% 21% 2% 14% 6% 0% 

Operator Inattention 48% 58% 46% 58% 43% 48% 29% 

Operator Inexperience 29% 21% 19% 59% 25% 30% 54% 

Excessive Speed 28% 29% 18% 72% 8% 12% 0% 

Improper Anchoring 4% 1% 6% 0% 14% 12% 0% 

Weather 5% 4% 6% 0% 9% 6% 17% 

Passenger/Skier 
Behavior 

8% 15% 4% 1% 0% 9% 0% 
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Total Causes = 1226 
Total Accidents = 686 


