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Appendix E  
WHCP Environmental Checklist 

 

This appendix provides a summary checklist of WHCP activities to be conducted by 
the DBW in order to maintain compliance with the PEIR mitigation measures; WHCP 
Operations Management Plan (OMP); and USFWS, NOAA-Fisheries, and NPDES 
permits. There are two separate checklists, one for supervisors/environmental scientists 
(Exhibit E-1), and one for the field crew (Exhibit E-2). We include activities to be 
conducted by the Field Supervisor in the first checklist. Each checklist is divided 
chronologically into (1) Planning/Pre-Season; (2) In-Season; and (3) Post-Season. 
Following each activity, we identify the activity source – either a PEIR mitigation 
measure number, the WHCP Operations Management Plan (OMP), or both. Federal 
permit requirements are incorporated into the mitigation measures and OMP. 

Table E-1, on the next page, provides a listing of the 22 mitigation measures following 
the same responsible party/chronology classification. Some mitigation measures appear  
in both the Supervisor/Environmental Scientist column, and the Field Crew column. 
One mitigation measure, #7 (Implement an adaptive management approach to minimize 
the use of herbicides) appears in all time periods for the Supervisor/Environmental 
Scientist, because it is a foundation of all WHCP activities.  
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Table E-1 
WHCP Mitigation Measures by Responsible Party and Time Period 

  Supervisor/Environmental 
Scientist Activities 

 Field Crew Activities 

Planning/ 
Pre-Season 

7. Implement an adaptive management approach  
to minimize the use of herbicides 

18. Require treatment crews to participate in training on 
herbicide and heat hazards 

8. Provide treatment crews with electronic  
mapping that identifies previously surveyed  
areas for giant garter snake habitat 

  

18. Require treatment crews to participate in  
training on herbicide and heat hazards 

  

In-Season 5. Implement temporal and spatial limitations  
and restrictions on herbicide treatments to 
minimize treatments during times, and at 
locations, where larval and/or migratory fish  
are likely to be present 

1. Avoid herbicide application near special status  
species, and sensitive riparian and wetland habitat;  
and other biologically important resources 

6. Monitor herbicide and adjuvant levels to  
ensure that the WHCP does not result in 
potentially toxic concentrations of chemicals  
in Delta waters 

2. Provide a 250 foot buffer between treatment sites  
and shoreline elderberry shrubs (Sambucus ssp.),  
host plant for the valley elderberry longhorn beetle 
(Desmocerus californicus dimorphus) 

7. Implement an adaptive management approach  
to minimize the use of herbicides 

3. Conduct herbicide treatments in order to minimize 
potential for drift 

14. Conduct handpicking and herding only  
during winter 

4. Operate program vessels in a manner that causes the 
least amount of disturbance to the habitat 

20. Implement safety precautions on hot days to 
prevent heat illness 

9. Monitor dissolved oxygen levels pre- and  
post-treatment for all WHCP treatments 

21. Follow the Memorandum of Understanding  
(MOU) protocol for herbicide applications  
within one (1) mile of Contra Costa Water  
District (CCWD) drinking water intake facilities 

10. Treat no more than three contiguous acres at any 
treatment site 

22. Notify County Agricultural Commissioners 
about WHCP activities 

11. Treat no more than one-half of the area of completely 
infested dead-end sloughs to allow for fish passage 

  12. Treat no more than one-half of completely infested  
moving waterways at one time to allow for fish passage 

  13. Use dip nets during and immediately following  
treatment to collect plant fragments 

  15. Identify and utilize disposal areas that have no  
and/or low habitat value for the federal and State  
listed giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas) 

  16. Identify and utilize disposal areas that are at least  
100 feet away from elderberry shrubs (Sambucus ssp.) 

  17. Minimize public exposure to herbicide treated water 

  19. Follow best management practices to minimize the  
risk of spill and to minimize the impact of a spill,  
should one occur 

  20. Implement safety precautions on hot days to prevent 
heat illness 

Post-Season 7.  Implement an adaptive management approach  
to minimize the use of herbicides 
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Exhibit E-1 
Checklist #1 – Supervisor/Environmental Scientist Activities Page 1 of 2 
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Exhibit E-1 
Checklist #1 – Supervisor/Environmental Scientist Activities (continued) Page 2 of 2 
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Exhibit E-2 
Checklist #2 – Field Crew Activities Page 1 of 2 
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Exhibit E-2 
Checklist #2 – Field Crew Activities (continued) Page 2 of 2 
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