
Recreational boaters are inadvertently 
moving invasive mussels across the 
Western U.S.  To help protect Lake 
Tahoe from this threat, a new inspection 
fee is in place this summer at public 
launches in Lake Tahoe. 
 
Here’s how these invasive mussels 
operate: 
 
• Stick to surfaces like glued razor 

blades 
• Clog your boat’s cooling system 

burning up your engine 
• Cut your feet when you walk in the 

water 
• Suck up food and destroy fish 
 
Boaters at infested lakes would trade 
launch fees for the devastation any day.  
When leaving Tahoe, you will get an 
inspection seal to avoid paying on your 
next launch. 

  FACTS ON TAHOE BOAT 

YOUR BOAT COULD BE CARRYING 
LAKE TAHOE’S  NEWEST THREAT 

Fee Vessel Category 

No Fee Non-motorized 

No Fee With Inspection 
Seal 

$10 Up to 16’ 

$30 Over 16’ to 25’ 

$40 Over 25’ to 39’ 

$60 Over 39’ 

INSPECTION FEES EFFECTIVE JUNE 1* 

Additional $10 for vessels containing 
ballast tanks/bladders/live wells. 

*At Public Launch Facilities 

 CLEAN, DRAIN, AND DRY EQUIPMENT 
EVERY TIME YOU LAUNCH 

CAVE ROCK 5AM-8PM DAILY 

SAND HARBOR 6AM-8PM DAILY 

SKI BEACH 7AM-8PM DAILY 

LAKE FOREST 5AM-11PM DAILY 

RAMP HOURS 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL  

1-888-TAHO-ANS  
OR LEARN MORE AT  
WWW.PROTECTTAHOE.ORG 

INSPECTION FEES 



WHY A FEE? 

1-888-TAHO-ANS   WWW.PROTECTTAHOE.ORG 

 

Grant funding that has been used to finance 
boat inspections until now is running out. 
Boat inspection fees to protect water bodies 
from Aquatic Invasive Species are not 
unique to Lake Tahoe; water bodies across 
the West have begun charging for boat inspections or have 
completely closed lakes to power boats.  We greatly appreciate your 
cooperation and support in preventing the spread of Aquatic Invasive 
Species and keeping Lake Tahoe open to boating in the future. 

HOW ARE THE FEES USED?

Inspector Costs

Program Administration

Training/Equipment/Data

Outreach

Save Time and Money with a 
Lake Tahoe Inspection Band 
When you exit the boat ramp, an 
inspection band will be placed on your 
boat & trailer. As long as the band is 
intact the next time you visit a Lake 
Tahoe launch ramp, you will not be 
inspected or pay an inspection fee. 

Only Clean, Drained and Dry 
Boats Can Enter Lake Tahoe 

Once introduced, quagga mussels  
can spread rapidly. 
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